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August 10, 2010
Sacramento Valley AIDS/Run Walk

Celebrates 10th Anniversary

By Jameson Mitchell
     California’s State Capitol is again Ground Zero for the kickoff of the Sacramento 

Valley AIDS Run/Walk (SVARW). More than two-thousand people are expected to turn-

out at the West Steps of the Capitol in hopes of sending a message to lawmakers about 

huge budget cuts in funding to HIV/AIDS service providers. “It’s not okay that the 

Governor is monitoring the number of infections and yet not providing services to people 

living with the virus,” said Capital City AIDS Fund (CCAF) President Joyce Mitchell. “I’m 

also concerned with the lack of education. HIV is 100% preventable but people are still 

becoming infected. This is outrageous.”

     CCAF has been putting on the SVARW for a decade now, celebrating its 10th 

anniversary. CCAF Event Co-Chair Chuck Driggers is hoping this year’s run/walk will not 

only raise more money than ever before but also further educate the public about 

HIV/AIDS prevention. “If you haven’t come out for the walk before, it’s a lot of fun and for 

a great cause,” said Driggers. “The money you donate is tax deductable and will be 

distributed among a dozen HIV/AIDS non-profit organizations in the Sacramento region.”

     Agencies benefitting from the run/walk are AIDS Housing Alliance (AHA), CARES, 

Sunburst Projects, Golden Rule Services, Sierra Foothills AIDS Foundation, UC Davis 

Pediatric HIV/AIDS Clinic, Harm Reduction Services (HRS), Breaking Barriers, 

Sacramento Gay & Lesbian Center, Volunteers of America, and CCAF’s education and 

prevention program along with the Helen Veress Mitchell Scholarship Fund. 

     “This year, more than ever, given recent budget cuts, we need people to join the 
cause and support the fight against HIV/AIDS,” Driggers said. To support the SVARW, 

contact Event Coordinator Lorraine Opper at (916) 448 1110 or go to the Website

sacvalleyaidsrunwalk.org.
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