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October 13, 2008

Sacramento Valley AIDS Run/Walk

A Record-Breaking Success!

By Jameson Mitchell

(Sacramento) --  Dollars are still be counted but already the Sacramento Valley AIDS 

Run/Walk is the most successful so far. More than 2,000 walkers and runners turned out 

Sunday, September 14th on the West Steps of the State Capitol to either run a 5-K or 

walk a 3-mile course.

     Capital City AIDS Fund (CCAF), the non-profit agency organizing the event, is hoping 

to raise $200,000 to help people infected or affected by HIV/AIDS. “The amount of 

money we raised this year is absolutely amazing, “ said CCAF Chair Stuart Eldridge. “In 

this difficult economic climate, it’s incredible we were able to raise as much money as we 

did.”

     The enthusiastic crowd was greeted by numerous elected officials including 

Assemblyman Dave Jones, Sacramento Mayor Heather Fargo, and Vice Mayor Steve 

Cohn. Various inspirational speakers also captivated the audience. A quilt panel in 

memory of Sacramento resident Jocelyn Graves, who lost her battle with AIDS a year 

ago, was presented to the AIDS Memorial Quilt.

     Following the run and walk, the event offered an extensive health fair that included an 
opportunity for participants to get their blood pressure, cholesterol, and body fat tested. 
In addition, through various booths set up, runners and walkers had a chance to learn 
more about the benefitting agencies which included CARES, Sunburst Projects, Harm 
Reduction Services, AIDS Housing Alliance, and Breaking Barriers.

     “Our budgets have been adversely affected by HIV/AIDS financial cuts from the 

state,” said Breaking Barriers Board President Eric Reininga, PhD. “Money provided by 

fundraisers like this is vital in helping us take care of our clients.”

     CCAF was formed more than a decade ago to streamline fundraising for the 

HIV/AIDS community in the Sacramento region. “We provide a collaborative fundraising 

effort so the agencies serving people infected and affected by the virus can focus on 

services,” said Eldridge. “Supporting and taking care of clients should be an agency’s 

primary concern – not having to constantly search for money.”

     The Sacramento Valley AIDS Run/Walk is one of the most successful HIV/AIDS 

fundraisers in Northern California. With community support and dedication, CCAF 

intends to make 2009 an even better year for local HIV/AIDS service providers.

###
          P.O. Box 160636, Sacramento, CA 95816

           916-448-1110

         www.CapCityAIDSFund.org

